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By Nick Esposito
@NickSEsposito
Sidewalks and walkways have been packed 
with high school students and parent visitors 
lately, as San Jose State shows itself off to pro-
spective students for the coming Fall.
Not all high school students have been so 
lucky to visit the school, however SJSU turned 
down a joint visit from Los Angeles high 
schools Tennenbaum Family Academy and 
Burton Technology Academy for unclear rea-
sons.
According to someone in the Student Out-
reach and Recruitment Center, who declined 
to give their name, the tour was denied be-
cause of tour guide availability and operating 
hours.
In turn, the Latino Business Student As-
sociation (LBSA) was able to show them the 
school instead.
“I was disappointed in the fact that SJSU 
couldn’t accommodate them, but I understand 
that things do happen,” said Emily Holland, a 
sophomore business major and president of 
LBSA, “When Rene had initially reached out 
to me I was thinking this is the perfect time 
to really develop the next generation of Latino 
professionals which is LBSA’s mission.”
Rene Regalado, a high school counselor 
at Burton Academy, said he was with the two 
high schools touring 13 schools during a five-
day tour.
“(SJSU wasn’t) going to be able to accom-
modate our group tour,” Regalado said. “This 
is a pretty busy week for them due to the fact 
it is a lot of high school’s spring break and the 
time we came in was the afternoon and the 
sheer size of our group.”
Regalado said he turned to the Internet to 
find a group on campus that could host a tour, 
which is how he found LBSA.
“Considering the decision process, should 
LBSA provide a tour group for this high 
school, that was an automatic yes,” Holland 
said. “There was planning that went into it, 
getting the materials ready, the tour guide 
info and we took an hour to practice in the 
midst of midterms.”
Each guide led a group of four high school 
students on a campus tour that showed the 
campus’ facilities and landmarks.
“I think they were really happy due to the 
smaller groups and we were able to go into a 
lot of the buildings which you can’t do with 
large groups,” said Linda Martinez, a junior 
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#CAMPUSTOUR
SJSU students reach up during a yoga 
session led by instructor Libby Barrett 
from Be The Change on the A.S. Rec lawn 
Wednesday afternoon. Be The Change will 
host its final free yoga session today from 
1 to 2 p.m. on the A.S. Rec Lawn.
Basil Sar | Spartan Daily
#HISTORYMONTHSJSU
Spartans 
relax with 
yoga
#SJSUSNAPSHOTS
By Yasmine Mahmoud
@yasminehmahmoud
The MLK  Library is observing 
Asian and Pacific Islander month 
early this year, with three special 
events and exhibitions.
Asian and Pacific Islander 
month is in May, but MLK  Li-
brary’s Cultural Heritage Center 
will observe it early because there 
typically aren’t many students 
around that late in the semester, 
librarian Diana Wu said.
The first exhibit, “Twice He-
roes:  America’s Nisei V eterans of 
WWII and K orea,” was provided by 
photographer Tom Graves. 
The exhibit will feature inter-
views and photographs of Nisei, 
or second-generation Japanese-
American veterans.
“In their own words, Nisei vet-
erans recount their battles against 
wartime suspicion and racism, and 
of overcoming them with courage 
and patriotism,” Graves stated in a 
press release.
The second event will feature 
Tom Graves speaking from 6  to 8 
p.m., Thursday, April 24, in the 
MLK  Library in room 225/ 229.
Graves “spent a decade with the 
Nisei soldiers of World War II and 
the K orean War, determined to 
share their unlikely story … That 
story is now being told in Twice He-
roes:  America’s Nisei V eterans of 
WWII and K orea,” according to a 
press release.
Wu said she is especially excited 
about the Graves exhibit because 
a family member of her colleague 
Christina Mune is featured.
The events will wrap up with 
a film screening of “Dalip Singh 
Saund:  Dreamer, Advocate, Leader, 
his Life, his Legacy.” 
The screening starts at 3 p.m., 
Friday, April 25, at MLK  Library 
in room 225/ 229.
The film is about Dalip Singh 
Saund, the first Indian Sikh elect-
ed to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in the 1950’s, Wu said.
“This is the first screening 
when we’ll feature an Indo-Amer-
ican,” Wu said. “We feel honored.”
SJSU has a very large Asian- 
American population, Wu said.
According to the SJSU Office 
of Institutional Effectiveness and 
Analytics, the university’s popu-
lation of students who identify as 
Asian is at 32 percent.
The exhibits are chosen by an 
advisory board and different cam-
pus groups, Wu said.
The Library’s Cultural Heri-
tage Center has three ethnic stud-
ies focuses:  Africana, Asian-Amer-
ican and Chicano.
The events are commissioned 
by the Asian American Advisory 
Committee, Cultural Heritage 
Center and the Special Collection 
and University Archives from the 
MLK  Library.
Yasmine Mahmoud is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
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Sofia Vazquez (left), a freshman international business major, leads four Tennenbaum 
and Burton high school students around SJSU during a tour Thursday, April 17.
SEE TOUR ON PAGE 3
Asian, Pacifi c Islander Month kicks off
LBSA gives Los Angeles high schoolers tour of campus
TECHNOLOGY
Harry Potter fans: Hogwarts is 
offering online classes
The days of the “buy-10-get-one-
free” loyalty punch card are as num-
bered as the paper punch itself.
Mom-and-pop restaurants, con-
venience stores and pet groomers 
are joining national programs that 
equip them with an iPad at the regis-
ter where a customer either swipes a 
loyalty card or waves a smartphone to 
record the purchase and any reward. 
National programs such as Belly, 
SpotOn, Perkville and FiveStars use 
cloud and mobile technology to en-
able retailers to offer programs that 
reward the customer faster and with 
more creativity than a punch card.
“Within five to 10 years, we’ll 
move away from punch cards and key 
fobs and even apps and go to smart-
phones,” said Rik Reppe, director of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers’ customer 
experience practice in Minneapolis.
D. Brian’s, which has six fast-
casual restaurants in Minneapolis 
and its suburbs, switched to the Belly 
system recently. The company man-
ages loyalty for 7,000 merchants in 
20 U.S. markets with 2.5 million us-
ers. Customers use a key fob, card or 
smartphone at the register to get a 
free beverage, chips or a buy-one-get-
one entree.
“Two years ago, we had a buy-an-
entree-get-a-coffee punch card, but it 
seemed so 1980s and dated,” said Paul 
Fournier, vice president of D. Brian’s. 
“The customer always fumbled for it 
at the register, or they couldn’t find 
it at all.”
The Belly program is free for cus-
tomers. Businesses pay $79 to $149 a 
month for the service, but they don’t 
have to run the program themselves.
Anita Birmingham of Minneapo-
lis uses her Belly card by waving her 
smartphone in front of an iPad to get 
a free cup of coffee every two weeks. 
“It’s a good savings,” she said. “I like 
being able to use my  smartphone in-
stead of looking for a card.”
Many consumers collect reward 
cards like playing cards, thumbing 
through more than a dozen in their 
wallet or purse. The average consum-
er has 18 cards but only uses eight 
actively, according to the market re-
search firm Colloquy in Cincinnati.
Rob Wilson of Minneapolis has 
15 cards but mostly uses his cards 
for SuperAmerica gas stations, Game 
Stop, the nearby Mystic Lake Casino 
Hotel and a couple of restaurants. 
“I don’t use the ones with rotten re-
wards,” he said. “It’s not worth it to 
me if I have to wait a long time.”
The number of loyalty mem-
berships in the U.S. has more than 
doubled from 973 million in 2000 
to 2.09 billion in 2011, according to 
Colloquy. But signing up for a loyalty 
program doesn’t mean consumers 
are actively using it.
Consumers want to be reward-
ed faster, said Hal Stinchfield, 
founder and CEO of Promotional 
Marketing Insights in Orono, Minn. 
“If I eat out at a place maybe once 
every two weeks, you can’t make me 
wait six months before I get a reward. 
That’s ridiculous.”
Many consumers are perfectly 
content with accrue, accrue, accrue, 
but millennials and those behind 
them are intensely loyal for shorter 
periods of time. If they’re not reward-
ed quickly, they lose interest.
Reward programs have to be 
front-loaded to give rewards sooner, 
said Marcin Michalek, customer ser-
vice engagement manager at Caribou 
Coffee. “Otherwise, the customer 
loses interest and goes elsewhere.”
Gone are the days when a 23-year-
old who flew once a year would accu-
mulate enough frequent-flier miles 
for a free trip when she was 38. “The 
rewards have to be realistically at-
tainable,” Reppe said. “Now airlines 
are giving customers smaller rewards 
such as a free drink, free movie, or 
priority seating instead of making 
them wait 15 years for a free ride.”
Stinchfield said that newer 
smartphone technology won’t help 
a stingy program. And not everyone 
thinks the smartphone will be em-
braced as the new loyalty device. It 
has the potential to know a lot more 
about its users than an online card, 
causing some consumers to fear be-
ing overmarketed.
Paula Berge of Woodbury, Minn., 
said her smartphone pinged when 
she was in a Walgreens recently be-
cause she’s a Walgreens Balance Re-
wards member. She wasn’t impressed 
by the text. “It was the same deal they 
had on a sign in the store. I was hop-
ing for something I didn’t already 
know about,” she said.
Michalek said Caribou is taking 
steps to be careful about non-reward 
emails or texts so customers don’t 
feel bombarded. “We let guests pick 
their level of engagement.”
But sometimes technology itself 
is a deterrent. Wilson, 21, has had 
trouble using his smartphone to col-
lect loyalty points at some business-
es. “Either the app won’t open or the 
scanning doesn’t work. I prefer the 
card,” he said.
Experts say smartphone-based 
loyalty programs will work out the 
kinks and offer a lot more than an 
online card or punch card and offer 
customized rewards faster. With a 
mobile loyalty program a merchant 
can shift the incentive to a new prod-
uct that needs traction and buzz, 
Reppe said. “A smartphone lets a 
business make the leap from ‘come 
on in and buy anything’ to ‘buy this 
specific thing because we sent you a 
reward.’ “
Caribou is working now to switch 
to a smartphone app, Michalek said. 
“Our guests want to get away from 
a plastic card. They lose it and then 
they don’t like calling out their phone 
number to access their account.”
With smartphones and apps, 
there will be more offers and more 
rewards, which has the potential to 
be good for businesses and consum-
ers. Businesses want to break the 
long-term accrual process too. They 
want loyalty programs that are stick-
ier, where people use up the rewards 
more quickly, according to Reppe.
While many businesses feel 
pressure to offer a loyalty program, 
Reppe said every business shouldn’t 
feel obligated to have one. “Three out 
of five companies that have intense 
customer loyalty have no loyalty pro-
gram,” he said. “A loyalty program 
can be extremely powerful, but you 
often get greater loyalty just deliv-
ering an awesome customer experi-
ence.”
Loyalty punch cards
becoming obsolete 
with a swipe of the 
smartphone
By John Ewoldt
McClatchy Tribune
ONLINE
Muggle-born fans of Harry Potter can now 
get educated from Potter’s alma mater from the 
comfort of their own home.
Hogwarts is Here (www.hogwartsishere.
com), a website created by Potter superfans, is 
offering a full catalog of “Ministry-approved” 
online classes for aspiring wizards and witches.
The site’s banner displays “Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft & Wizardry” and the 
professional-looking layout could be mistak-
en for a small private school or community 
college.
The website, called HogwartsIsHere.com, 
offers classes in the same sub-
jects studied by Harry, Ron, 
and Hermione. It’s free and 
offers one tough curriculum.
can sign up now for free. 
You even receive your very 
own Hogwarts acceptance 
letter, which is really just a 
fancy email confirmation 
notifying you that you regis-
tered on the site.
The enroll page notes that 
even though “first years are 
typically 11 years of age, do 
keep in mind that our first 
year lesson material is writ-
ten for an older audience.”
While any credits or ac-
colades you may receive from 
completing coursework won’t 
transfer to other colleges or 
universities, Hogwarts is 
Here takes its courses seri-
ously, including homework 
assignments, essays, quizzes 
and tests.
First years will take cours-
es like “Charms and Potions” 
before progressing through 
all seven years of academics. 
We assume it won’t take seven 
years to complete.
There are no new Harry 
Potter movies in the works 
and only spin-offs of the 
original book series will be 
available in the future. So if 
you are having Potter with-
drawals, enroll in Hogwarts 
and start earning points for 
your house.
Just don’t put any of that 
on your resume.
By Matt Mauney Orlando Sentinel
McClatchy Tribune
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Teen stowaway ‘resting comfortably,’ could return home soon
WORLD
By Kate Mather, Brian Bennett 
and Joseph Serna 
McClatchy Tribune
The teen stowaway who sur-
vived a flight from San Jose to 
Hawaii in a wheel well of a jet is 
recovering and could be reunited 
with his family soon.
The boy spent Tuesday “rest-
ing comfortably” in a Hawaii 
hospital, said K ayla Rosenfeld of 
the state’s Department of Human 
Services.
Officials with child welfare 
services, which now has custody 
of the teen, are making arrange-
ments to send him home, she said.
Santa Clara Unified School 
District spokeswoman Jennifer 
Dericco confirmed the teenag-
er was a high school student in 
the district, but declined to say 
where, citing privacy concerns. 
She said district officials have 
been in contact with both the 
boy’s family and authorities.
“We’re working with them, 
and just making sure that he and 
his family and any of his peers 
have all the support that they 
need when he returns,” she said.
The teen appears to have spent 
up to six hours undetected at a San 
Jose airport Sunday before sneak-
ing inside the wheel well of a Maui-
bound jet, according to a federal law 
enforcement official.
The official, who spoke to the 
Los Angeles Times on the condition 
of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to comment on the case, 
said a security camera at Mineta San 
Jose International Airport recorded 
video of a person coming over a pe-
rimeter fence just after 1 a.m. Sun-
day.
Airport spokeswoman Rosemary 
Barnes insisted the airport has no 
surveillance video showing anyone 
hopping over a fence.
Rather, there is one video show-
ing an “unidentified person” walk-
ing on a ramp near the Boeing 76 7, 
Barnes said. She declined to say when 
the video was taken, saying only it 
was filmed “during darkness.”
“Certainly we’re reviewing what 
happened and what we can learn 
from this,” Barnes said.
Airport security experts said the 
intrusion was troubling —  not just 
because a 15-year-old was able to 
sneak onto the airport’s grounds, but 
because of the possibility he spent 
hours there without drawing atten-
tion.
“For somebody to come on the 
field and get to an aircraft un-
noticed, it’s unusual, but it’s not 
extraordinary,” said Jeff Price, an 
aviation security expert at Metro-
politan State University of Den-
ver. “All you have to do is dress 
properly and look official and no 
one’s going to approach you. In 
this case, I wonder what he’s do-
ing for six hours.”
The story of the teenager’s five 
-hour, 2,350-mile trek has drawn 
international attention. Authori-
ties said it was a miracle the boy 
survived in the wheel well, as oxy-
gen was limited at the jet’s cruis-
ing altitude of 38,000 feet, and 
temperatures could have dropped 
to 50 degrees below zero or lower.
Only 25 of the 105 people who 
have attempted to stow away on 
planes in the last 6 7 years have 
survived the ordeal, according 
to FAA records. Those who do 
not fall or freeze to death can be 
crushed by moving landing gear 
or die from lack of oxygen.
Officials said the boy was un-
conscious during much of the 
flight, waking up only after the 
Boeing 76 7 touched down at K a-
hului Airport. Workers there 
spotted him walking on the tar-
mac;  video footage showed him 
climbing out of the plane near a 
gear area.
Alison Coyle, a spokeswoman 
for Hawaiian Airlines, declined 
to comment on the specific in-
spections the plane underwent 
before it left for Maui. But she 
said the jets are typically checked 
once by the maintenance crew —  
including a visual inspection of 
the wheel well —  and once by the 
flight crew before takeoff.
Brian Jenkins, an aviation se-
curity expert at Rand Corp., said 
that only the boy would be able 
to fully account for his actions 
leading up to the flight. Though 
authorities have said that they 
would not pursue criminal charg-
es, Jenkins said from a security 
standpoint it would be important 
to thoroughly trace his steps.
“From where he went over the 
fence to where that plane was, 
where was he in between that pe-
riod of time? ” Jenkins said. “Was 
he in contact with other people?  
And does that represent another 
point of failure? ”
FROM PAGE 1
We’re working with them, and just making 
sure that he and his family and any of his 
peers have all the support that they need 
when he returns.
Jennifer Dericco
Santa Clara Unifi ed School District spokeswoman 
business major and LBSA marketing director.
K imberly Menendez, a junior at Burton 
Academy, said she found the smaller sizes a 
nice change of pace from the other schools 
they’ve visited.
“I like how it’s one-on-one because at other 
schools it’s bigger groups and you can’t really 
keep up with them and their tour,” Menen-
dez said. “Here it is more one-on-one because 
there is only four in a group to one guide.”
Other students said they found San Jose 
and the school to be familiar to their at 
home.
“What I really like about the school is 
that we are in downtown, somewhere that 
I am familiar with,” said Josue Figueroa, a 
junior at Tennenbaum Academy. “I come 
from South Central L.A. and I am familiar 
with this kind of city and I think I could get 
adjusted to this school pretty easily.”
Students expressed their gratitude to 
LBSA as they headed back to their bus at the 
end of the tour.
“They seemed very grateful,” Holland 
said.  “They found out SJSU couldn’t accom-
modate them and that LBSA stepped in and 
they realized that and said thank you. One 
of the girls told me that she was actually go-
ing to go here next year and that made me 
feel like I actually did a good job.”
Nick Esposito is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Tour: Students enjoy smaller 
group sizes, show appreciation Follow us on Twitter!
@SpartanDaily
Follow us on 
Instagram!
@spartandaily
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#SPRINGCONCERT
SJSU’s Spring Choral 
Concert will be more 
than just a night of music
By Colton Seike
@Colton_Seike
The men’s and women’s glee club and Pitch 
Please, an all-male a cappella group, will be 
featured in the choral program’s concert on 
Monday.
The all-vocal concert will feature a wide va-
riety of music, from world music to traditional 
American and classical.
The clubs will perform under the direction 
of Jeffrey Benson, Ph.D., the director of cho-
ral activities, while Pitch Please is directed by 
Cody Scott and Jaco Wong.
Robert Sanchez, a sophomore music ma-
jor and the president of Pitch Please, said 
the three ensembles have prepared one set 
each.
Both clubs, which have been rehearsing to-
gether twice a week since January, perform one 
concert a semester based on classroom learn-
ing, walk-throughs and practices, according to 
Benson.
“(The concert) is eclectic,” Benson said. 
“(The concert) is something for everyone in 
the audience.”
The clubs will focus mainly on performing 
pieces from jazz, classical and baroque style 
music.
Benson said that popular music, such as 
Bruno Mars’ “Just the Way You Are” and clas-
sical music, such as Ella Fitzgerald’s “A-Tisket, 
A-Tasket,” are just a few pieces that will enter-
tain the audience.
While Mars and Fitzgerald may catch the 
audience’s attention, some pieces by German 
baroque style composer and musician Johann 
Bach may also please the listener.
Bach’s “Domine Deus” from his G Major 
Mass will be one of the highlights.
“This is our showcase,” Benson said. “We 
are looking forward to sharing our songs with 
the audience.”
Pitch Please has been preparing biweekly 
rehearsals all semester, according to president 
Robert Sanchez.
Pitch Please will be performing previous 
sets and new music. 
“Our goal as an ensemble is to create and 
share great music, as well as foster a creative 
musical environment at SJSU,” Sanchez said. 
“Our rehearsals are run to best reach this end.”
Sanchez said that the music sets will be 
very diverse for the respected audience and 
attendees should expect to see a collection of 
music from all different backgrounds.
Pitch Please will be singing and dancing to 
the tunes of popular and barbershop music.
According to Benson, barbershop is a style 
of music for men’s voices and originates from 
when men hung out in barbershops and sung 
in a four-part harmony.
Pitch Please will be performing sev-
eral sets including Daft Punk’s “Get 
Lucky,” along with vocal jazz and piec-
es from widely known a cappella group 
Pentatonix.
“This night is the culmination of a semes-
ter of rehearsing for all the ensembles in-
volved,” Sanchez said. “It is a big night for us 
all.”
Sanchez said he expects a great turnout at 
the show and hopes it will be a night to remem-
ber.
“With its incredibly diverse set list, 
passionate performances and receptive 
audience, this concert will be exciting and 
great fun,” Sanchez said.
After the show there will be a reception 
where the audience is welcome to meet all the 
performers.
The concert is on Monday at 7: 30 p.m. in 
the San Jose State Concert Hall. Tickets will 
cost $5 for students and $10 for general admis-
sion.
Colton Seike is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Crossword Puzzle
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any 
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns 
may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. 
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount 
vacations or merchandise. 
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ACROSS
 1 Desert 
plants
 6 Shah 
Jahan’s 
building 
site
 10 GOP rival
 13 Hearing-
related
 14 Opposing 
sides
 15 Martial arts 
school
 16 They may 
break your 
bones?
 19 Large  
handbag
 20 Begin-
ning of a 
conclusion
 21 Draw forth
 22 Abbrevia-
tion mean-
ing “and 
others”
 24 Type of 
pine
 25 Honey 
holder
 27 Open truck
 31 Leave out 
in pronun-
ciation
 33 Guided trip
 34 Employed
 38 Furniture 
maker’s 
adhesive
 41 Dispatched
 42 Cambodian 
coin
 43 Fingerprint 
part
 44 Airline 
passenger 
status, 
sometimes
 46 Remote 
control 
abbr.
 47 Grassy 
Argentine 
plains
 51 Poker buy-
in
 53 Lacking  
human 
warmth
 54 All 52 
cards
 57 Difficult 
duty
 60 Dairy offer-
ing
 63 “___ Tu” 
(’70s hit)
 64 Prefix  
meaning 
“trillion”
 65 Certain 
Arabian  
Peninsula 
native
 66 Hotel units 
(abbr.)
 67 Container 
of pre-
plumbing 
days
 68 Imitative 
birds
DOWN
 1 Start fish-
ing
 2 Prefix for 
“pilot”
 3 Touchstone
 4 “Be silent,” 
in music
 5 Sort or 
kind
 6 Whence 
to admire 
from, for 
some
 7 Bad sound 
at a talent 
show
 8 Modernize, 
as a room
 9 Biblical 
mount
 10 Car trick, 
briefly
 11 Kick out
 12 Take one’s 
time walk-
ing
 15 Winged 
one in 
Wonder-
land
 17 Do a  
spokesper-
son’s job
 18 Watch the 
bar or the 
goal
 23 Words on 
Marine  
posters
 24 Adjust let-
ter spacing  
in type
 25 Rosh 
Hashanah 
observers
 26 ___ vera
 28 Open cen-
tral courts
 29 Kind of 
booth or 
opposition
 30 Musclem-
an’s pride
 32 Banned in-
secticide’s 
letters
 34 Vocalized 
grunt
 35 Native of 
Ljubljana
 36 Widely 
used cur-
rency
 37 Farmer’s  
locale in 
song
 39 Uneaten 
morsels
 40 Acting 
lover of 
Charles II
 44 Some-
times-
cracked 
container
 45 One way to 
cook clams
 47 It loses to 
scissors
 48 Car buyer’s 
option
 49 Memorable 
Heston role
 50 They’re 
often 
placed on 
the back 
burner
 52 The Who’s 
rock opera
 54 Obtained 
water from  
a well
 55 Ireland, 
another 
way
 56 Powerful 
business-
person
 58 Arm bone
 59 Helicopter 
runners
 61 All-terrain 
vehicle, 
briefly
 62 One of 
baseball’s 
DiMaggio 
brothers
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Sudoku Puzzle
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Place your ads ONLINE at
www.SpartanDaily.com/Advertising
You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
 How To
 Opportunities
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help
create families. Convenient Los Altos
location. Apply online:
www.SPERMBANK.com
 For Rent
SJSU International House
Close to campus
U.S. & International students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike
Intercultural experience
Wireless Internet access
Computer lab. Study room
Well-equipped kitchen
Pianos and game room
Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now!  http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570
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There’s Never
Just One Answer
 relationships & 
school stressing 
you out?
Want an outside 
opinion?
Let us know! Send questions 
with “he said/she said” 
in the subject line to: 
spartandaily@gmail.com
(Anonymity is respected)
Two weeks ago, I was 
sitting in the George 
Bush Intercontinental 
Airport in Houston, 
Texas, where the looping 
public address an-
nouncements informed 
travelers of the “no-tol-
erance” policy relating 
to terrorist-related jokes.
It struck me and I 
thought, “Do we really 
need to be told 
not to joke about 
guns and bombs 
in an airport? ”
It seemed so 
obvious.
Even before 
Sept. 11, enough 
planes had been 
blown up to teach 
us airplanes 
and threats don’t mix, even if the 
threat is just a joke.
This week, I was reminded 
that there is a new generation that 
likely hasn’t heard of Lockerbie or 
D.B. Cooper.
A 14-year-old girl known only as 
Sarah tweeted at American Airlines 
that she was an al-Q aida terrorist 
from Afghanistan who was planning 
“something big” for June 1.
Sarah’s joke takes bombing to a 
whole new level.
Unlike an amateur comic 
bombing at open mic night, a lot 
more than 10 people got to watch 
her joke go flat.
Six minutes after the tweet, 
American Airlines responded that 
they had forwarded her infor-
mation to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations.
The misstep of this young 
Dutch girl brings an important is-
sue to light —  the Internet provides 
us an expansive forum.
Some people have told a joke 
or two that is prefaced by a glance 
over each shoulder, maybe even 
delivered at low volume in fear of 
harsh judgement.
Twitter, however, doesn’t filter 
content as quickly. At its root, Twit-
ter is the antithesis of immediate 
censorship.
Social media is the stage on which 
we scream to be heard, and there 
are some people who don’t seem to 
understand this concept.
Public speaking is a 
widely feared activity, yet 
we post opinions, jokes, 
and photos to be viewed 
by anyone in the world 
via social media.
How many “friends” or 
“followers” do you have?
If all of them were 
watching, would you take 
the stage and address 
them in person?
Twitter doesn’t 
make dumb posts 
—  people do.
I’m not on 
Twitter because 
I would probably 
offend someone.
I guess some 
people just like to 
learn publicly.
In 2012, a similar story broke 
about two British citizens detained 
and denied entry into the U.S. over 
tweets about “destroying America” 
and “digging” up Marilyn Monroe.
The tourists explained they 
were using the phrases as slang for 
partying, yet were detained and 
sent back home.
While Sarah’s joke was more 
than a misunderstanding through 
a colloquial language barrier, it 
illustrates the same point.
The Internet provides us a 
forum, an audience if desired. 
What we put on the Internet can 
be more public than what we say to 
a few friends in conversation, and 
has the potential to result in more 
chances to be poorly received.
This is especially true if it’s 
a joke about terrorism directed 
toward an airline.
Sarah’s fate has yet to be decided. 
According to an article from The 
Independent on Monday, Rotter-
dam police detained Sarah and her 
Twitter account has been deleted.
According to the New York 
Times, American Airlines has yet to 
state whether they will press charges.
It seems unlikely that American 
Airlines will make an example of 
Sarah. After all, sending a 14-year-
old Dutch girl to Guantanamo is 
not great for its corporate image.
Raphael Kluzniok is the Spartan 
Daily Executive Producer. 
Raphael Kluzniok
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You ever notice how 
women be gettin’ paid 
this much, but men be 
gettin’ paid THIS much?
It is pretty sad that our 
state of affairs regard-
ing men and women in 
the workplace can be 
summed up with one 
sentence that sounds like 
a horrible line from a ’90s 
standup comedy set.
Women earn less 
than men for doing the 
same thing.
It’s one of those things that we 
don’t want to think is true, but the 
fact is getting more difficult to 
ignore.
The “pay gap” has come to the 
forefront of public discourse with 
the Paycheck Fairness Act being 
blocked by Senate Republicans last 
week, according to The Week.
The act is a package of measures 
designed to erase the disparity of 
pay between American male and 
female workers.
President Obama addressed the 
issue recently and called it “an em-
barrassment” that a female earns 
77 cents every dollar her male 
counterpart is paid.
The statistics about how much 
a woman earns compared to a man 
can be argued day and night.
But when it comes down to it, 
we are arguing about how deep Shit 
Creek is, not whether we’re in it.
According to the GOP website, 
“the disparity exists because a fe-
male social worker makes less than 
a male engineer.”
Only 27 percent of workers in 
manufacturing and 40 percent in 
the tech and information sector are 
women, according to The Week.
Women aren’t earning less 
strictly out of sexism, 
but rather because we 
continue to foster the no-
tion that there are “boy” 
jobs and “girl” jobs.
As if construction 
work were the color blue 
and nursing were pink.
About three years ago, 
I was walking down a 
hallway at my communi-
ty college and saw a poster 
promoting engineering 
classes on campus.
The poster had a picture of a 
young woman and a banner that 
read, “Think women can’t be engi-
neers?  Think again.”
I remember thinking to 
myself, “No, I actually wasn’t 
thinking that. Why would anyone 
believe a woman couldn’t be an 
engineer? ”
We live in the 21st century. 
We should be past the point 
where we think in those terms.
It seemed absurdly immature 
and unnecessary to acknowledge 
gender as a factor in the first place.
To me, that poster could’ve 
read, “Think all girls have cooties?  
Think again.”
I thought we lived in a better 
world than that.
But looking at almost any engi-
neering class, even at SJSU, you can 
see how disproportionately male the 
engineering environment is.
We know that men are not 
smarter than women or vice versa, 
so there is no reason that these 
occupations should be dominated 
by any sex.
With the striking down of the 
Paycheck Fairness Act, it is evident 
that as a nation we have a long way 
to go until we reach a point where 
gender inequality won’t even be a 
second thought.
The gender pay gap may be 
a ploy by politicians seeking to 
get women’s votes or to vilify the 
Republican Party, but it is still a 
real issue.
Whether the issue stems from 
women not having as good of jobs 
as men or because women are just 
flat out paid less because they are 
women, we need to address it.
Maybe this gender inequality 
thing will die with the older gen-
erations before us.
Hopefully politicians help pave 
the way today, so we can keep mov-
ing in the right direction without 
obstacles tomorrow.
That poster at my community 
college seemed silly to me at first, 
but now that I think back to it, it is 
disheartening to see how necessary 
it was.
It’s time to start teaching our 
children that they weren’t born 
with a one-way ticket to V enus.
Jeff Gonzalez is the Spartan 
Daily Opinion Editor.
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on Twitter 
@jeffvgonzalez
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Submit letters to the editor to:
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Some jokes don’t fl  y N o matter how we approach 
it, the pay gap is a real issue
By Ryan Brown
@rgbrownie
The San Jose State softball team 
couldn’t record a hit against rival 
Fresno State Wednesday, and Bull-
dog pitcher Jill Compton struck out 
seven en route to a 2-0 victory over 
the Spartans.
With conference positioning on 
the line, Compton’s no-hitter decided 
a best of three series that began with 
Tuesday’s double-header, which the 
Spartans split after a walk-off home 
run from Jessie Hufstetler.
Head Coach Peter Turner said 
his team just wasn’t prepared for 
Wednesday’s rubber match.
“I thought they were very pas-
sive at the plate and I thought they 
were very passive emotionally,” 
Turner said. “Which would sur-
prise you based on the big win we 
had yesterday.”
Both starters went the dis-
tance, as SJSU’s Madison Fish al-
lowed just two runs and six hits in 
seven innings.
Fish’s efforts weren’t enough 
for the Spartans’ offense, which 
came into the game as the lead-
ing hitting team in the Mountain
 West Conference.
“I thought, defensively, we came 
out and we were ready, but as far as 
our offense, the energy wasn’t there,” 
Fish said. “We weren’t hungry and no 
one wanted to fight.”
Fresno State struck first 
on a fielder’s choice in the top 
of third.
With runners on second and 
third and just one out, the Spartans 
chose to go for the force play at first 
base, allowing the run to score.
The lone run turned out 
to be all Compton needed for 
the win.
While the Spartans didn’t record 
a hit, they did draw five walks and 
left five runners on base.
SJSU’s lone senior, Jessica Garcia, 
drew two of those walks and said the 
Spartans’ offense just came up short.
“I just think we didn’t have 
that much intensity going into the 
game, and we didn’t get the key 
hits that we needed to put runs on 
the board,” Garcia said.
Turner said youth likely played a 
factor in their struggles Wednesday 
afternoon.
“We’re young and need to learn 
how to compete at that higher level in 
league,” he said. “No matter who you 
play, if you don’t have a certain level 
of intensity going into it, you’re just 
waiting to get beat.”
A scary moment in the top of 
sixth saw SJSU outfielders collide on 
a catch in right-center field.
Right fielder Michelle Cox 
managed to hold on to the ball as 
she slammed in to centerfielder 
Chelsea Jenner.
Both players were able to remain 
in the game after taking a couple of 
minutes to recover.
Later in the inning, Fresno State 
tacked on a second run, as Michelle 
Solomon singled home a runner 
from second with two outs.
The Spartans threatened in 
the bottom of the inning, draw-
ing two walks to set up a 2-on, 
2-out situation, but Sharon Renae 
Estrada couldn’t capitalize.
A 1-2-3 bottom of the seventh 
left no doubt as to Compton’s domi-
nance in the game, and the Spartans 
fell 2-0.
Turner said losing a game when 
the pitching and defense, areas where 
the Spartans have struggled, were so 
good was completely unexpected.
“Our hitting has always been 
there,” Turner said. “For it to just not 
show put today is a huge anomaly for 
this ball club.”
The loss moved SJSU to 8– 7 in 
conference, now two games back of 
the Bulldogs and Colorado State for 
first place.
Fish said the loss carried some ex-
tra weight given the importance of it 
in conference.
“It was definitely a slap in the 
face,” Fish said. “It felt like yesterday 
we had that intensity and we had ev-
ery reason in the world to bring it to-
day and really stick it to Fresno and 
we just laid down and took a loss.”
Ryan Brown is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
Ryan Brown | Spartan Daily
San Jose State sophomore Erin Rodriguez (#4) steps on the base to attempt a force out during Wednesday’s 
game against Fresno State. The Spartans lost 2-0 in the series finale against the Bulldogs. 
Spartans go 
hitless in loss 
to Fresno State
Remaining Schedule 
*Home game
4/25 at 4 p.m.
4/26 at 1 p.m.
4/27 at 1 p.m.
*5/02 at 3 p.m.
*5/03 at 1 p.m.
*5/04 at noon
5/08 at 3 p.m.
5/09 at 3 p.m.
5/10 at noon
#SJSUSOFTBALL
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